
 

                                                                     
 
 
 

 
OLIVE GARDEN OPENS AT PIER PARK IN PANAMA CITY BEACH 
New Tuscan Farmhouse-design restaurant is the first in Bay County 

 
 
PANAMA CITY BEACH, Fla. (September 8, 2008)- Olive Garden welcomes guests to its newest 

restaurant opening at Pier Park, located in Panama City Beach at 15701 Panama City Beach 

Parkway on Monday, Sept. 8 at 4 p.m.  The beautiful new restaurant, built in the company’s 

Tuscan-farmhouse design, is the first in Bay County. 

Approximately 165 jobs will be created with the opening of the 247-seat, 7,441 square-foot 

restaurant that is expected to contribute to the state’s restaurant industry growth.  According to the 

National Restaurant Association’s 2008 Industry Forecast, restaurant sales in Florida are expected 

to grow 5 percent this year. 

“Panama City Beach supports a strong tourism industry making it the perfect location for the 

newest member of Olive Garden’s family of local restaurants,” said Valerie Insignares, executive 

vice president of operations for Olive Garden. 

Simon Property Group, Inc. (NYSE:SPG), the country’s largest owner, developer and 

manager of high quality retail real estate, is pleased to boast another exciting restaurant for its Pier 

Park development. “The Olive Garden is a fantastic addition to the dominant restaurant lineup at 

Pier Park,” says Felicia Cook, director of mall marketing at Pier Park. “This restaurant will help 

further the center as the regions premier shopping and dining destination.” 

Pier Park is a 900,000-square-foot open-air regional lifestyle center offering premiere retail, 

dining and entertainment choices located on 93 acres that covers land from Front Beach Road (at 

the City Pier) to the heavily traveled Highway 98 (Back Beach Road).   

 
Tuscan Inspiration 

The Olive Garden in Panama City Beach has a rustic stone exterior, typical of the buildings 

in the Italian countryside, and an interior accented by Italian imports designed to make the dining 

experience here a tribute to the restaurant’s Italian inspiration.  Ceilings supported by exposed 

wood beams, stone and wood accents throughout, and terra cotta tile highlight the interior. 



The bar top is crafted from lava stone, then hand-painted by artisans in Italy with design 

created exclusively for Olive Garden; vibrant imported fabrics decorate windows and dining seats; 

hand-painted plates adorn rustic stone and stucco walls; and the lighting fixtures are all distinctly 

Italian. 

“We are extremely excited to share the breathtaking setting of our new Tuscan Farmhouse-

design Olive Garden with the Panama City Beach community,” said Mark Swartz, general 

manager.  “It was designed after our Riserva di Fizzano restaurant in Tuscany, Italy, which is rustic, 

charming, warm and beautiful – the perfect atmosphere to enjoy a genuine Italian dining 

experience.”  

To recognize Swartz’s role as head of the Olive Garden family in Panama City Beach and to 

emphasize the importance the company places on its general managers, Olive Garden honored 

Swartz by setting his name in stone.  Travertine marble imported from Tuscany was chiseled with 

Swartz’s name and placed prominently by the front door.  

Most new Olive Garden restaurants have been built in the Tuscan Farmhouse-design since 

February 2000.   

Olive Garden is the leading restaurant in the Italian dining segment with 653 restaurants, 

more than 80,000 employees and $3.1 billion in annual sales.  Olive Garden is a division of Darden 

Restaurants Inc. (NYSE:DRI), the world’s largest full-service owned and operated restaurant 

company.  For more information, visit Olive Garden’s Web site at www.olivegarden.com. 

 
Panama City Beach Olive Garden at a glance: 
Opening Date:                      Monday, Sept. 8 

Employees:                          165 

Square Footage:                  7,441 square feet 

Number of Seats:                 247 

Hours of Operation:             From Monday, Sept. 8 – Sept. 14 the restaurant will serve dinner only: 

-    Sunday through Thursday: 4 – 10 p.m.  

-    Friday and Saturday: 4 – 11 p.m. 

The restaurant will be open for lunch beginning Monday, Sept. 15.  

Lunch will be served starting at 11 a.m. every day. 

 

About Pier Park 
Located in the heart of Panama City Beach, Pier Park is destined to become the region's premier 
shopping address.  Developed by Simon Property Group and comprising nearly 900,000 square feet, the 
open-air regional lifestyle center is anchored by Borders, Dillard's, JCPenney, Jimmy Buffett’s 
Margaritaville, Old Navy, Ron Jon Surf Shop, Target and The Grand 16 Theatres. Pier Park is also 



comprised of fashion and specialty retailers, including exciting new-to-market choices such as Ann 
Taylor Loft, Caché, Chico’s, Coldwater Creek, Hollister Co., Jos. A. Bank, Lane Bryant and Ulta Beauty. 
In addition, the center embraces many unique dining options such as Hofbrau Beer Garden, Back Porch 
Seafood & Oyster House, Bootleg Barbeque, Five Guys Burgers and Fries, Longhorn Steakhouse, 
Panera Bread, Reggae J's Island Grill, Tootsies Orchid Lounge and many more. Shoppers can also 
enjoy movies at The Grand 16 Theatres, which features stadium seating, digital sound, advance 
ticketing over the Internet, three concession areas, a specialty café and game room. For more 
information about Pier Park, please visit www.simon.com 
 
About Simon Property Group 
Simon Property Group, Inc. is an S&P 500 company and the largest public U.S. real estate company.  
Simon is a fully integrated real estate company which operates from five retail real estate platforms: 
regional malls, Premium Outlet Centers®, The Mills®, community/lifestyle centers and international 
properties.  It currently owns or has an interest in 383 properties comprising 261 million square feet of 
gross leasable area in North America, Europe and Asia.  The Company is headquartered in Indianapolis, 
Indiana and employs more than 5,000 people worldwide.  Simon Property Group, Inc. is publicly traded 
on the NYSE under the symbol SPG.  For further information, visit the Company's website at 
www.simon.com. 

 
 

For more information: 
Katie Lennon, Pierson Grant Public Relations, 954.776.1999 ext. 240 
klennon@piersongrant.com 
 
Molly Parrish/ Kristin Cowart, KCPR, 404.233.3993 
mparrish@kcpr.net / kcowart@kcpr.net 
Cell Phones: 404.713.3788/404.695.0310  
 
Les Morris, Simon Property Group, 317.263.7711 
lmorris@simon.com 
Cell Phone: 317.201.0978 
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